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The Original of the Petitions about the Silk Trade expofed. 


The § “bp 


ance of the Weavers Petitions Examin’d. 


They give up their Pretences about Alamodes and Luftrings. 


A Table-of Wrought Silks Imported for Three Years. 
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A Table of Raw Salk.Exported for One Tear. a 
The Raw Silk cheaper to the Englifh than to the French, prov’d by our fending Raw 


“Silks to Brance, being Petition’d for by the Levant Company. * 
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tactures, are, to be confidered in Two.Re- 
™  fpeéts: Firft, their Original ; and Secondly, 
their Appearance. 

Their ORIGINAL is founded in.Miftake, prepof- 
feflion of Opinion, and Krrorot’. Judgment, occafion’d 
either by want of due Enquiry into Thingsy or want of 
Helps trom Matters of Faét. and Truth clearly fer out 
ro affifttliat Enquiry ; what {hare theré may be of Evil 
Defigns, deferves.n6 Notice heres 

Their APPEARANCE may be fpecious and popu- 
lar, and-perhaps infome Cafes is the only Reafon of 
their “Being & AS this Appearance confifts in their 
Numbefs ; rather than their ‘Subflancey they are not of 
Weight fufticient ro entertain the Readers of this Raper ; 
But if the Miftakesjon which they are founded,may be 


““¥HE Petitions ,that:are crowded in upon thefe 
» new Debates® relating to the Silk Manu- 


removed, the Petitioners themfelyes will fubmit, and 


the Petitioning Humour. dye of itfelf: 

The Subftance of the Petitions of the Weavers, and 
of .others,who pretend to appeat in their Behalf, is an 
fhort this, That the Importation of French wrought 
Silks may be prevented: The,Pretence: to make .theit 
Petition 
that French wrought Silk willow, by Virtue of the 
Treaty of Commerce, be Imported in great Quantities 
into Britain, and the Frenthbeing able to Underwork 
us, wi alf Underfell us,and the Weavers thereby be 

Ulll Ge ' 

What Foundation there is to fupportthefe Things, 
will appear, upon making a few Enquiries into,Mar- 
rers of Fast, and fome-juft Calculation of the Propor- 
tions of one.to the other. : 

The Atlas oftheshigh Duties upon wrought Silks 
Imported, ¥ viven in Anfwer to the Weiuvers, and 
fecms to make theit Apprehenfions.appear very irra- 
tional: Above 31.8) per pound Dury, on thelmportari- 
on. amuit-be paid upon Alamodes aud Luftrings, and 
above. 32's, ‘per, pound upon all other wroughr Silks ; 
except Italian Silks Imported in Englith Ships, whith 
pay Doty 10s. 6d, | 

Uhe Vorce of Reafon prevailed in the firft, and the 
\Vc aves. liave given. it up, owning at the Bar of the 
Heute of “ommons, that the Difference is fufhcientiin 
tho Alumodes and Luftrings, and that the French «an 


rational, is the Danger, they “fay appears, * 


do them: no harm there ; but it feems ey think 22s. 
ot 10s. 6d, per pound too littlé upon the other wrought 
Silks: But they either did not know, or*omittedfo.take 
notice, that the raw Silk,which.chofé Brench Goods are 
made of, pays fixteen Livres per” ty, atthe 
firft patos into Frafice ; that th 

when {hip’d again to be brought 
Gent, Cuftom ad alorem upom the 
both by the Tariff of 1664; and, T 
Bes, fach as Tranfportanon 
arts they are fhip’d ag, Commi 
Rifque of the Sea, &c. ¢a 
more. So that,he¥e’ is abutip2 per:Cent. 

the Value “of the: Goods robe adhicdto the Dafie 
oft 12's. or toust6 d. per pound seal which putigdgether, 
makes fuch 4 Weight upon: the foreign crount S 


and*giyes itich an Advantage rorrhe Englith, cavers, 





— - 


2 


+ ecm a ee 

















To add to theConviétion of thefe"Things, ig fall 
a little exansin’d, what effe& this:Differcnce 
had upon the Silk Trade; from whencé may be. Efti- 
mated fomething of what may be expected for che-tiztie 
to come, . 7 = ¢ 

The Weavers faid- themfelves, at the Committee of 
the Houfe of Commons, thar*they make the Value 
of ThreeSbundred thoufand) Pounds “every Yéar, in 
blackSilks only: Whether it be-Fruth or not; is moc 
eafie to be examin'd » but in’ this*Cafe, if they allow 
it, ‘we are fot to queftion it,. for if if 1 Error, it is 
again theméélves ; their Quantity Of of “DiKs they 
{peak of as prodigioutly great, It cannot bevamjfsto ob- 
ferve then, what Quantity of Foreign wrought Silks have 
been Imported here from all. parts of Earp under 
high Duties, and fee what Propértion they béar to the 

uantity, which thefe People fiy, they make at'Home: 
Whether thefe’Foreign wrought Silks haye been French 
or no,.is nomthe Cafe ; The Duties are near. the fame; 
and as» they. are Imported from Countries¥to which 


France had an‘open brade, it is nor nny 
French Silks havé been among them; andj re has 
not come in, the Differencesmader by thé Duties fave 





been the apparent and only Reafon, and the* fame: 


Renforr muft hold good fit, asx-long as the fame Duties 
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phat it is wonderful to think they fhould complain » Pi > FF 
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¢ 3% An Accompt of the Quantities of Wrought Silks Imported Annually frou all 
hat Parts of Europe, diftimgnifbing the Conutries ; Viz. 
f z ej : a — —— 
Pats & From Chrif- ; oe {| 
[2.9 1” The feveral Countries and {mas 1707, | 7 Toral of the 
| Species. To Chriftm%s,\ To Chriftmas\ To Chriftmas} three Years. 
| ; 1708 } 1709. 17 10, 
, L. L. L. iP 
Germany ~~ D Wropebt.|~2" ——) ». 393 4." 393 
| Holland —— Dutch wrought | 5884 4483 $8853 16252} 
| Italian wrought | 25674 1813} 1§59% 59404 
| et ie ———= Italian wrought | 8453 60844 63724 209094 
Spain : Spanifh wrought | — 23 16 39 
Italian wrought |. __— | - 299% 299! 
7 . a 
| Sreights —— Italian wrought | 1357 625 110} 2088; 
Turkey ——— Turkey wrought 14 3c9 | 1523 TSS 
Venice —— Italian wrought | ——. 6 ) — | 3 6 
Total of the 3 Years 498924 
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| * -. By thisyAccounr, it appears, That’ all the wrought 
Silks Imported into England yearly, at a Medidm’ of 
| Three Years, docs notiamognt in Value to above Thirty 
H three thoufand Pounds pér Ann. .whieh, ifahe Weavers 
are tobe credited, i3¢n0t more than a Thireicth pare of 
the Value of the wrought Silks made here. 

AN hag, ralledged againit this is, to bea the 
101? fay, Lia: there vill Le more deported now; 

| iebe allowcd,’ they fhould fhew a good 
'  _« Reaforfwhy More was novelmported in thefe Years 
| 7 f Meemeg the! Quantity from fraly was-»al- 
Ore the railing. the Dufies here; 
is. good tor preveaning the lin- 
be good. for preventing it 


gainft the Reafatt of this, “is 
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on: of Wrought Silks, and will do fo fill ; 

| 
them) that it.can néyer be preténiled to Ballance the 
it ay haba it wergytrue, as ,fome would fepyctonts 
| >. “andwyerethat“alfo will appear talfe in-Fact: For Examp!e, 
a (1) ‘The: Materials, particularly the. raw Silk: If the 

Brefidh ha@their sw. Sik cheaper than weave it, how. - 
comes “it. t6. pats, thar fo much weight has been pir 
upon the Levant Compatiy’s obtaining fberty of Ex- 
porung saw Silk from England to Feancea which is 
pF .. obra {for thermby the Treaty, and'which the Com- 
hs panyare ‘nowy fully fatisfyed is, fettled to their, Advay- 
|... yeage 24 the Erenchihad’ raw Silks cheaper than: the 
sEnglith, itewould "be abfurd to fpeak. of our fending 


from Portito Part, to mend their Marker, not to letlon 
Neheir. Value ; if oun Merchants Sd mor advance’ the 
|  Piieey they would never fend their.Gools abroad. 
1) Not he difench have noc their caw Sik cheaper 
’ vthae Riigland ; bur-oirhe contrary, Englaat has. théir 
: tates entten all the World; thofe Countries » 
vente who have: it of their Own; and this will ap- 
1, @peaty by the great Quantity of raw Stk Exported from 
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England to other Countries ; as alfo of Mohiir- Yarn, 
whichis equally concern’d in the Argument ; and the 
following Abftract of One Year may give aSrecimen. 


An Accompt of Raw Silk and Mohair-Yarm Ex- 
ported into Foreign Parts from Chriftmas 1709, 
to Chriltmas i710, ( Viz.) | 


ag. Raw Silk, Mohair Yarn. 


Pounds. wt. Phds wt. 
§9,995- 677,769. 


Te would be an unaccountable Trade, ii it fhould be 





true, that other Narions chad raw Silk cheaper than 


have it, when at the fune time they fhould buy fuch 
uantities of it @very Year from us, } 
f any Nation it the World can have raw Silk chea- 


er than Bygland, halymay be thought to be the place 
Becaube they have t Quantities, Sici’y included, of 


retences of cheapnef#ofLabour, and cheapnef$ of "Silk of their own Growth. Te will be hard then to af- 
fign a Reafon why daly, who have Silk of théir own, 
and with whom our Trade has been always open, fhould 
by our high Daties he,obftruS%ed from fending their 
wrought Silks.to England ; and France, who’ buy great 


iantities Of Silk from us, fhould not. 
The nexe MERCATOR fhould have Examin’d thc 


Scheme of the Weavers,as it was giveninte the Parlia- 


ment, ant lave proved,that as we have the Silk cheaper 
than the French, fo we make the Goods cheaper alfo : 
which if it appears, as ie ceftainly will, the pretence of 


the,Frenelr Siks’ coming in to Underfell us, ‘auf be 


proved toibe* Frivolous and Fictitious. But beittg prefsid 


: - | dy | ctters from feveral of the principal Trading Town 
yvaw Sik from Eagland .to Franees»Goods are thipped * P g S 


in England; exprefling theie, béing: fully fatisfyed in 
what has been ftidot the Trade to Frané, aa of its 
beingiadvantagious to this: Kingdom ; the next Paper 
tall endeavour to fétrivhr the Affair of the Trade tg 


* Portugal, whichfome' Peaple make great ufe of to Bal- 


Jance all our other Advantages, and which it is hoped, 
being fet ih a tre Light, the ‘prefetvation of it will 
appear very confiftenry witht all rhat Has» been dove in 
the Treaty of Commerc with Frances! 7 
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